
Large Breed Adoption Checklist
I. Size

A. Puppies get bigger!
1. A full size lab/shepherd/pit purebred or mix can weigh from 40 up to                         

120 pounds. A Dane or Mastiff purebred or mix can weigh up to 200 pounds
2. A large, happy, energetic puppy (or adult) can accidentally knock down children and 

the elderly. This is why they require training EARLY
B. Tails as weapons

1. Tails on a large breed dog can cause welts on skin, especially on children and can 
knock EVERYTHING off of coffee tables, etc.... This is NOT a reason to return or 
“get rid of” your dog

II. Training
A. Crate Training is a necessity (handout attached)

1. Crating a dog can relieve them of stress
2. Crating can help potty train
3. Crating can help keep a bored dog from causing destruction

B. Basic Commands to Teach Immediately
1. “Leave It” can be used in a MULTITUDE of situations (handout attached)
2. Proper way to greet EVERYONE entering your home (handout attached)
3. The “Learn to Earn” Program (handout attached)

III. Exercise
A. Large or energetic breeds 

1. Need daily exercise. A hike, jog or run is typically enough, or a good long walk or 2 
shorter walks each day

2. Teaching your dog agility, flyball or frisbee is a wonderful way to exercise your dog
B. “Scent Hound” breeds 

1. Brain can process smells for hours after a walk, if you let them sniff. Later, as the brain 
processes the smells, it actually wears the dog out. Please let your “scent hound” 
SNIFF!

IV. Living Arrangements
1. P.A.W.S. dogs are adopted as “indoor” dogs, regardless of the size they eventually 

grow to be. We expect them to be family members for the rest of their lives. If your 
current house or apartment cannot contain the size your dog may grow to be, please 
adopt a smaller breed dog.

This checklist is incorporated as an Addendum to the Adoption Contract on _________ by 
_________________________________________. I agree to enroll my dog in a training class or seek 
qualified training/behavioral help PRIOR to returning my dog to P.A.W.S., re-homing the dog, or 
surrendering the dog to any other agency.

Adopter initials__________                             P.A.W.S. Counselor initials___________
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